
Scripture Reading 2 Corinthians 12:1-10 Rev. Philip Vestal
Closing Congrega  onal Response 518 May the Grace of Our Lord Jesus

See back page for the words to our closing song.

* K-3rd graders may leave for Children’s Worship during the singing of this hymn.
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Hymn of Response 658 Let Your Heart Be Broken

Words of Benedic  on Rev. Harwell

Pre/Post-Service Music   Brethren, We Have Met to Worship
 Sound the Trumpets

Stronger
2 Corinthians 12:1-10

I must go on boas  ng. Although there is nothing to be gained, I will go on to 
visions and revela  ons from the Lord. I know a man in Christ who fourteen years 
ago was caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the 
body I do not know—God knows.  And I know that this man—whether in the 
body or apart from the body I do not know, but God knows— was caught up to 
paradise and heard inexpressible things, things that no one is permi  ed to tell. I 
will boast about a man like that, but I will not boast about myself, except about 
my weaknesses.  Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because 
I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than 
is warranted by what I do or say,  or because of these surpassingly great revela-
 ons. Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a 

thorn in my fl esh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. Three  mes I pleaded 
with the Lord to take it away from me. But he said to me, “My grace is suffi  cient 
for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the 
more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That 
is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in perse-
cu  ons, in diffi  cul  es. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

Confession of Sin and Medita  on          Dr. Paul Hill 

Hymns of God’s Healing Presence in our Lives
 Hymn 544   When Sorrow Floods the Troubled Heart  
 Hymn 607 *   I Will Sing the Wondrous Story 

Hymn of Praise 323 How Great Thou Art

Sermon   Stronger Rev. Harwell

Children’s Message Rev. Lauren Mills
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A Prayer of Blessing for the Off ering  Rev. Harwell

Welcome to Worship / Opening Prayer Rev. Joe Harwell

Holy God, we confess that we hurt and are at  mes, discouraged with the diffi  cul  es of 
life.
 We confess that we fi nd ourselves focused inwardly on our pain and fail to  
 recognize your hand in our lives during those  mes of diffi  culty.
We also know that when we are so focused on our own pain, we fail to see pain  
in others.
 Worse, Holy God, some  mes we are the ones who have caused pain in others. 
 We fail to see that pain and brokenness are common to us all. Pain is something  
 you know about far more than us. May we look to you to see how to manage  
 those diffi  cul  es in our life.
As we struggle with pain and  mes of brokenness in our own lives, make us aware of 
others around us who are also struggling. May we always be aware that you stand 
ready to help us through pain and to restore our lives. 
 Quicken us to your presence in our pain and to the pain we may have caused  
 others as now, we confess our sins to you, assured of your forgiveness...

Worship Arts Anthem  T  W  C   
Somebody’s Prayin’

 Mrs. Suzy Thrasher, soloist 

Keyboard Refl ec  on  Mr. Harris Wheeler, Sr.  
 I Surrender All  
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Somebody’s Prayin’
Mrs. Suzy Thrasher, Soloist

Somebody’s prayin, I can feel it, 
Somebody’s prayin’ for me

Mighty hands are guiding me, 
To protect what I can’t see

Lord I believe, Lord I believe
That somebody’s prayin’, for me

Lord I believe, Lord I believe
angels are watchin’ over me

Well, I’ve walked through barren wilderness
Where my pillow was a stone

And I’ve been through the darkest caverns
Where no light had ever shone.

S  ll I went on ‘cause there was someone
Who was down on their knees 

And I thank the Lord for people praying all this  me for me.
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May the grace of our Lord Jesus, and the blessed love of God, 

the communion of the Spirit, richly bless and keep you all. 

Rev. Lauren Mills, Minister to Children
Mr. Harris Wheeler, Sr., Music Associate/Pianist
Mrs. Anne  e Brown, Organist Team Member
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Epiphany: Wise Men s  ll worship HimEpiphany: Wise Men s  ll worship Him
Epiphany is the third season of the church year following Advent and then Christmas.  The word 
“epiphany” means “making God manifest” and is a season of worship, as the whole world fol-
lows the Wise Men of the Christmas story to fi nd and honor Jesus.  The color of Epiphany is 
green.  It marks the manifesta  on of Jesus to the Gen  les.  It reminds us that while Jesus was 
a Jew and spoke largely to Jewish crowds during his life on Earth, he also spoke to non-Jews.  It 
was made very clear to the Apostles a  er the crucifi xion that they were to spread the Word to 
all, Jewish or otherwise.  The primary theme is Bap  sm, beginning with the Feast of the Bap  sm 
of our Lord.  This season begins on the Day of the Epiphany and lasts un  l Ash Wednesday at 
the beginning of Lent.  The liturgical color of green represen  ng the green things of God’s earth 
and referring to growth of the spirit of God within us in response to His coming at Christmas.


