
 

Rev. Philip Vestal, Associate Pastor  
(770) 874-8524, pvestal@mariettafbc.org 

Memory Verse: “Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 

imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church 

and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations forever and ever! Amen.”   

Ephesians 3:20-21 

Welcome to April! It’s a great month for several reasons…Easter being 
the greatest! There may not be a more powerful, joyful, transforming 
and inspirational day in the life of the believer. Glory! Thanks be to 
God He loved us so much that He freely offered Jesus for the forgive-
ness of our sin, for the security of our salvation and for the promise of 
our eternal future. Our faith is established at the manger, validated by 
the cross and completed by the resurrection.  Without the resurrection 
the life of Christ is all for not.  
 

You’ve heard me tell this story before, but it’s worth repeating. A SS 
teacher asked the children, “What was the first thing Jesus said when 
he came out of the tomb?” Little Johnny raised his hand and said, “I 
know what Jesus said.” The teacher replied, “You do? Then please tell 
the class what Jesus said, his first words out of the tomb.” Little 
Johnny stood up, smiled and said, “Surprise!”  
 

Of course the Scriptures do not record that word. But we can read 
post-resurrection stories in the NT where the disciples were caught off 
guard by the events that transpired. Perhaps sometimes we, too, find 
ourselves saying or experiencing the same feelings and thoughts of, 
“God, you surprised me.”  Often times God shows up, speaks, or 
moves in ways we don’t expect. God surprises us in moments when 
we we’re expecting or looking or praying one way and God  
responds in another. My response to that is, “Thank you God for  
surprising me.” Because for me I see surprises like gifts…freely given 
to bless my life...gifts of grace, gifts of assurance, gifts or joy, gifts of 
encouragement.   
 

This Easter season, and on resurrection Sunday, let us look for a  
surprise from God. Allow the power of God to show up. Ask the love of 
God to speak to you. Anticipate the hope of God to change you. 
From Melissa and I, Happy Easter.  
 

You are loved, appreciated and prayed for!  
 
Blessings, 
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April 12th May 10th June 14th 

Cyclorama 

Atlanta, GA 

Smith House 

Dahlonega, GA 

Chick-Fil-A Headquarters 

Depart Welcome  

Center at 9:30am 

Depart Welcome  

Center at 10am 

Depart Welcome 

Center at 9:30am 

Cost: $20 

Lunch on your own 

OK Cafe 

Cost:$10 

Lunch on your own 

Cost $20 

Lunch on your own  

Chick-Fil-A 

Reserve by April 6th Reserve by May 5th Reserve by June 7th 

The JOY Ministry will not offer day trips during July and August. We 
are in the process of  planning 2 large trips this fall  

(tentatively a return to Pigeon Forge, TN and the Biltmore in Ashville, NC).  

Life is a journey and along the way we are faced with important deci-
sions.  As Christians we know God provides the direction we need and in 
that process He provides helpful resources to guide our navigation.  One 
excellent resource is our very own Kay Ashby. Kay is an active member 
at FBCM and loves to help people. She asks the question: 'What's your 
plan for when you need help taking care of yourself?” Kay has  
graciously offered her professional services for the JOY Ministry. If you 
have questions about short term/long term care, life insurance, medical 
supplements or other life expenses, please feel free to contact her at  
678-354-3310 or kashby2552@bellsouth.net and discuss your options 
with her. 

To sign-up and pay for trips, please contact  
Philip Vestal at 770-424-8326, x115 or pvestal@mariettafbc.org 

mailto:kashby2552@bellsouth.net


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

April Luncheon, April 7th 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Charles Sineath 

(former pastor at FUMC of  Marietta) 
 

Menu 
Orange Glazed Chicken, Garlic Mashed Potatoes 

Asparagus, Yeast Rolls and Chocolate Éclairs 
 

DATE CHANGE:  
Due to Mother’s day the May Luncheon  

will be on Sunday, May 19th  
  

The Grateful First campaign is doing very well. God is blessing our 
church through His own faithfulness and our generous giving. If  you 
have not filled out your pledge commitment, please prayerfully do so 

this month.   
 

Coming this Fall, our 3rd annual JUBILEE BANQUET. 

My Lord Jesus Christ, 

 

Two graces I beg of you before I die: the first is that in my life time I may 

feel, in my soul, and in my body, as far as possible, that sorrow which 

you, sweet Jesus, endured in the hour of your most bitter passion. 

 

The second is that I may feel in my heart, as far as possible, that abun-

dance of love with which you, Son of God, were inflamed, so as willingly 

to endure so great a passion for us sinners.” 

 

     St. Francis of Assisi  

14th


